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In this Issue 

December 4, 2022 10:30am  

Second Sunday of Advent, Holy Communion 

Lighting the Advent Candles:  

     The Rhinebeck/Gass Family  

Reading Scripture: Susan Selvek 

Lectionary verses: Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19;  

Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 

 

December 11, 2022 10:30am  

Third Sunday of Advent 

Lighting the Advent Candles: Sean Powell, 

Kendrick and Kingsley 

Reading Scripture: Dave Meyer 

Mission Moment: Christmas Fund Video 

Lectionary verses: Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 

146:5-10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11; 

       Luke 1:46b-55 

DECEMBER WORSHIP 
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DECEMBER WORSHIP 
Continued from page 1 

December 18, 2022 10:30am  

Fourth Sunday of Advent, Christmas Pageant  

Lighting the Advent Candles: Linda Slawson & Eileen Clark 

Reading Scripture: Maddie Wolff  

Mission Moment: Board of Christian Outreach 

Lectionary verses: Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19;  

Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 

 

December 24, 2022, SATURDAY, 7:00 pm  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Message for All Ages: Pastor Martha 

Liturgical Leaders: HUCC Kids and Youth 

Bell Choir, Vocal Choir, and Carols Galore 

Offering: The UCC Christmas Fund and HUCC Operating Expenses 

Lectionary: Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-20 

 

December 25, 2022, 10:30 am 

Christmas Day:  Service of Lessons and Carols 

Robin Bower at the organ 

Anthem by Stone Family Plus    

Reading Scripture: Randy Stone 

Lectionary: Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98; Hebrews 1:1-12; John 1:1-14 

       

HOLIDAY GIFT BOUTIQUE after WORSHIP 
Sundays in December 

   We will once again have a holiday boutique in the fellowship though on a much smaller scale 

than last year. It will  have holiday items,  but also will include some beautiful handmade purses, 

wallets, bags and much more. Look for details in Happenings. If anyone has items to donate 

contact Susan Selvek. 

     All kids and youth are invited to join in this zany yet touching re-telling of the 

Christmas Story, to be offered in worship on December 18.  Rehearsals will be led 

by Dawn Pixley after worship every week from now until then.  The dress rehearsal 

will be on Saturday, December 17, from 10 am to 12 noon.  Please speak with Dawn 

ASAP if your child would like to participate.   

xx 

A VERY MIXED-UP  
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT  
December 18 
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           That’s how my mother began our celebration of this holy season each year.  Every night  

after dinner, the family would read a brief devotion, light the Advent wreath, and sing a few    

Advent hymns together.  I loved those candle-lit, music-filled evenings! They were times of     

reassurance, when we celebrated both the “now” of Jesus’ daily presence in our lives; and 

times of yearning, when we looked toward the “not yet” arrival of God’s peace-and-justice-filled 

world.  

     Nowadays, my Advent is filled with hustle and bustle, as bulletins, sermons, & prayers are    

prepared, cookies are baked, and cards are sent, and shut-ins are visited. Perhaps your days 

are busy too.  Or maybe you have too much alone time, with too little to do and too few folks to share with.  

Either way, this season can feel heavy at times.   

     Thank goodness for Sunday mornings, when we can all step away from our cares, light some candles, 

and sing and pray together!  I hope you will join us, either in person or online, for this holy time when God 

beckons us to pause for a while.  Together, let us drink deeply of the peace that is given each day, and 

prepare faithfully for the peace that is yet to come in fullness. 

With Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love, 
Pastor Martha  

MARTHA’s MUSINGS 
Advent means coming.  Who is coming? Jesus is coming! 

     Our 5:30 service on Christmas Eve is designed for people of all ages, with children and youth taking 

the lead. Jobs include greeters, ushers (bulletins, candles, or offering), candle lighters (altar, Advent, pew, 

hand-held) and readers (call to worship, call to offering, prayer of dedication, or scripture). If your child or 

youth would like to help out, please let Pastor Martha know by Sunday, December 18.  

 
xx 

CHRISTMAS EVE HELPERS NEEDED!  
Volunteers of all ages are welcome 

xx 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING  
and PARTY  

Saturday, December 17 

     Spread some Christmas cheer to our home-

bound members!  Singers of all ages and        

abilities are welcome.  We’ll meet in the church 

parking lot at 4 pm, then drive in caravan to the 

various homes.  When we’re done, we’ll head 

over to the Van Ostrands’ house, 345 Pinnacle 

Road, for refreshments.  You’re   invited to bring 

your favorite goodies to share.  If you are aware 

of someone who needs a friendly face and a 

Christmas serenade, please let Pastor      

Martha know. 
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xx 

This year, the Christmas Eve offering will be divided between The Christmas 

Fund and HUCC. This includes any loose offerings as well as those received 

in the special Christmas pledge envelope.   

Special Collection 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
OFFERING 

     Our candlelight service for all ages begins at 7:00 p.m. This brief yet beautiful service features music 

from the bell choir and the vocal choir, plus scripture readings, carols, candle-lighting, and a message for 

all ages by Pastor Martha.  Childcare is provided in the nursery for our littlest angels, if needed. Together, 

let us prepare our hearts to receive the gift of Christ again, in our lives and our world.  
 

     Christmas Day Service —Yup, Christmas Day is on a Sunday this year!  Our worship that morning 

will be joyful and informal, with lessons and carols and a message for all ages by Pastor Martha.  The 

Stone Family Plus will offer special music, and Robin Bower will delight us with the organ on his last    

Sunday as our official organist. Christmas goodies will be shared following the service.  Come and       

celebrate with our church family!   And bring a friend to share our Christmas cheer!    

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP  
Saturday Night, Sunday Morning this year! 

     Many thanks to our children and other supporters who have helped to gather 

so many gifts of love for our CWS Welcome Backpacks!  We will be dedicating 

these gifts in worship on December 4. It’s a great way to begin Advent and the 

season of giving! 
 

     During the month of December we will be collecting monetary donations to 

send blankets to disaster areas through Church World Service.  Kids and adults 

alike are invited to add their offerings to the red wagon jar to support this worthy 

effort.  Imagine how important the comfort and shelter of a warm blanket would 

be for someone caught in a natural disaster, like the recent flooding in Florida!  And when we send our 

money through Church World Service, we know that 100% of our donations are going directly to people 

who need them, because the administrative costs are already covered by the partner denominations that 

support CWS.   

 
More information about how blankets help people in need can be found at https://cwsblankets.org/ 

 
xx 

RED WAGON OFFERING UPDATE 
Backpacks end—Blankets begin! 

https://cwsblankets.org/
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xx 

RHAFT CHRISTMAS ADOPT-a-FAMILY UPDATE  
Thank you for your generosity!!!! 

     We have received notification of the family that we will be sponsoring this holiday season. The family 

group consists of 4 adults ( 2 moms and 2 dads)  and 5 children who live in the same household and 

speak no English. They are greatly in need, but there are no specifics yet.  The American Legion will be 

providing their holiday meal and HUCC will be in charge of the gifts.  As soon as more details are        

available, Outreach will let you know and post a sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall.  

     Sunday November 13th at 2 PM, Rev. Martha Koenig Stone was officially installed as Senior Pastor of 

Henrietta United Church of Christ with a joyful and meaningful service.  Rev. Elaine Hiscock, Chair of the 

Genesee Valley Association Church and Ministry Committee, and Rev. Katrina Macaluso,                      

Co-Moderator of the Genesee Valley Association, together led the Rite of Installation.  The Rev. Dr. Greg 

Osterberg, retired Senior Pastor of Mountain Rise UCC, preached a thoughtful message about            

community.   

  

     The service began with the beautiful sounds of the Handbell Choir.  The HUCC Choir graced us with 

two anthems: one requested by Pastor Martha and the other a surprise gift to her.  Kayla Reed, 

whom Pastor Martha met through State Youth Events and who now rings in our own Bell Choir,            

accompanied the choir on the flute.  Our cantor was Henry Stone of the "Stone Family Singers."  The     

congregation was welcomed by Moderator Joan Barnes.  Scripture readers Isaiah B and Phoenix 

H represented Christian Education and the youth that Pastor Martha has worked with as our long-

time Associate Pastor.  Prayers were offered up by board leaders Cindy Francis, Chair of Deacons, and 

Bob Bower, Chair of Trustees.  Tracy Meyer, Chair of Outreach, led the invitation to giving.  And 

that's what this faithful, generous group did—we collected $554 to be split between the CWS Welcome 

Backpack project and the MLK Scholarship Fund!  

  

     Afterwards, everyone enjoyed delicious refreshments and conversation with friends old and 

new.    Sharon Gass had made some adorable Bible favors out of chocolate with Pastor Martha's favorite 

verses on them.  There was love, there was faith, there was fun, and there was generosity!  It was the 

perfect way to officially welcome Pastor Martha as our Senior        Pastor! 

  

Moderator, Joan Barnes             

xx 

PASTOR MARTHA INSTALLED  
HUCC celebrated this joyous occasion! 
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xx 

DRIVE-THRU VOLUNTEER THANK YOU! 
Warmed gratitude for all the help!! 

     Last year, the Board of Christian Outreach pledged to donate 

$10,000 to RIP Medical Debt over a    period of 3-4 years using our End 

of Year Funds. We are happy to report that we can continue this commitment this year with another siza-

ble donation. RIP Medical Debt is a non profit organization that helps deserving people in the United 

States with overwhelming medical bills.  Our $10,000 will erase $1,000,000 in medical debt!!  

xx 

RIP MEDICAL DEBT   
Outreach End of Year Funds 

     I would like to thank all the MANY volunteers who baked, served and assembled 

the dinners,  took    orders and meals to cars, cashiered,  managed traffic, and 

helped clean up.  The list is long, but not as long as my gratitude.  These dinners 

couldn't happen without the help from all of  YOU.  And,  I am always humbled by 

how everyone helps.  I asked for extra biscuits, and, by golly, bakers answered the 

call and delivered extra biscuits.    
 

     I would like to give a special shout out to Cindy and Lynn Francis who worked 

tirelessly the days    leading up to the dinner and the day of the dinner by helping 

arrange the serving line, chopping vegetables, cooking and chopping chicken, and 

cleaning up. Another shout out goes to Judy Hawk who made the bean salad and 

helped immeasurably in the kitchen the day of the dinner.  
 

     So, the gross including leftover sales was $1840 less expenses of $386.65 leaves a profit of $1453.35. 

Way to go HUCC! 
 

Joan Barnes 

     To ALL women of HUCC --  You are invited (members AND non-members) 

to a pot-luck luncheon on Saturday, January 21 at noon in Fellowship Hall.  The 

pandemic and concerns for safe and healthy gatherings have prevented the 

Women's Fellowship from getting together for lunch and/or activities for many months -- years, 

even!  (Just as a reminder, all women of the HUCC church family -- members and non-members -- make 

up the Women's Fellowship).  This luncheon will be an opportunity to share a meal from the pot-luck     

buffet table, enjoy one another's company, and to consider/discuss future activities or projects.  Please 

sign up on the poster on the Fellowship Hall bulletin board to indicate what you will be bringing to the 

luncheon -- Meat, Salad, Dessert, or Other.  You bring a "pot" of something, and the rest of us will be 

"lucky" to sample your contribution!  This invitation is being extended by the Friday morning knitting group, 

but you do not have to be a knitter to attend the luncheon.  We hope many of you will join us that day.  

xx 

WOMEN’s POTLUCK LUNCHEON  
Save the date in January! 
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     Looking forward to the holidays? . . . but looking for ways to save money (and 

the environment)  this Christmas?  It’s easy . . . they’re already in your attic, your 

home, your Christmas traditions and your creativity! 

     Join Color Henrietta Green on December 1 at the Henrietta Public Library to 

hear ideas and share ideas for energy-saving decorating and ideas this             

Holiday .  Did you know that there is a place for your broken Christmas lights –not 

in the trash?  Did you know that there is still life in that old wrapping paper and 

ribbon you’ve been storing for years?  Did you know that you and your family may 

have traditions about saving money and the environment that others would love to 

hear? And what about those holiday leftovers? 

     Come join us on December 1
st
 at 7:00 at the Henrietta Public Library!  Upon arrival enter your name for 

door prizes to be given out during the presentation.  Refreshments will be available. 

Please register on  Holidays for the Planet - Library Programs - Henrietta Public Library (libcal.com) 

xx 

HOLIDAY for the PLANET  
Color Henrietta Green event on December 1 

If you liked the way the lawn was taken care of this year you can thank-  

 Fred Clark (children’s playground and parsonage yard) 

 Jeff Carpenter-church lawn 

 John Loughner-church lawn 

 Jo Kenyon-tree branches 

 Karyn Carpenter-Leaf pick-up 

 Pat and Buzz Rose-trimming bushes 
 

     If you would like the lawn to look better, we can always use your help for 2023. e.g. weed wacking (1 

hr/week), lawn mowing (3hrs per week). 

Contact John Loughner if you are interested or have questions. 

xx 

THANK YOU to HUCC GROUNDS KEEPERS  
Volunteers keep our corner of Henrietta lookin’ good! 

Moderator Joan Barnes and Vice-Moderator Karyn Carpenter will be collecting money for the Pastor's 

Christmas gift.  Alternately, shortly there will be a check box  on the donation page of the HUCC website. 

xx 

COLLECTING for PASTOR’s CHRISTMAS GIFT  
Help make the holidays bright 

https://hpl.libcal.com/event/9680450


 

8 

Tues-

            Bookworms will meet 

on Monday, December 12, at 7 

pm via ZOOM. 
 

     The discussion will be on A 

Year Down Yonder by Richard 

Peck, and Marcia Sturm will 

lead the discussion..  

BOOKWORMS MEET 

     All HUCC men are  invited to 

join in the monthly Men’s        

Fellowship Breakfast scheduled 

for 9AM on December 10  at 

Peppermint’s. Contact Bob Day 

and let him know if you plan to 

attend.  

December 10 

MEN’s FELLOWSHIP  
December 12 

     The Board of Christian Outreach would like to thank everyone who contributed to Neighbors in Need 

and to the CWS Welcome Backpack collection.  Neighbors in Need raised over $500.00!  The Welcome 

Backpack donations will be assembled and completed for delivery after the holidays. We are so proud of 

our generous church!  

xx 

THANK YOU from OUTREACH  
Dimitri House 

     Save January 8th aside for a celebration of Robin Bower's many years of 

beautiful music at HUCC.  He will be retiring at the end of this year. If you 

have any photos of Robin, please send them to Andrea.  Also Judy Green and 

Eric Falla will be collecting money for a gift for Robin. 

xx 

THANKS to ROBIN BOWER 
Celebrate his retirement on January 8 

 

 

 

HUCC MONTHLY MISSION DECEMBER 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Scholarship 

      The December Mission of the Month is the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.                             

Scholarship, developed by the Interracial Clergy Council of Henrietta and Rush.  

     The Interracial Clergy Council is comprised of individuals from the towns of Rush  and Henrietta, 

our faith community, the Town of Henrietta administration, the Rush-Henrietta Central School        

District, and our youth.     Their mission is to embody and spread the Beloved Community envisioned by 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King. They dream, work, collaborate, and celebrate together to create a vibrant 

unity out of our diversity.   

HUCC's Grace N. was the first recipient of the MLK scholarship in January 2021.  

xx 
NIN and CWS success!! 
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POINSETTIA and LANDSCAPING DONATIONS 
December 9 Deadline 

     

Target 83.33% 

Total Pledged Income 87.45%      ($173,536/$198,440)* 

Mortgage Income 112.60%      ($24,626/$21,870—Needed $26,048) 

Total Income 86.67% ** 

Total Expenses 84.33% 
 

Year to Date, Income less Expenses +$5,765  

*  Includes donations of $10,180 designated for 2022 pledges made in 2021 
** Includes $20,000 moved from Treasurer’s Fund to checking account 
   Includes $-0– from Losinger-Van Wagenen Fund 
   Includes $10,566 from Dollar-A-Day (thru 11/09/22) 
 

Remaining Treasurer’s Fund with United Church Funds (UCF  $4,882 

Notes:  We have be holding our own financially, thanks to continued giving and the initial surge of    
pledges and reserve funding from January.  The year-to-date number of income-less-expenses 
remains positive at =$5,765.  As yet, we have not had to withdraw any monies from the Losinger-
Van Wagnen Fund.  However, we have taken $20,000 from UCF, as a weed a new infusion of 
funds to met expenses (for example, staff salaries are over $5,000 every 2 weeks.) 

FINANCIAL NOTES 
Treasurer’s Report end of October 2022 
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December 2021 
Calendar & ZOOM Links 

Thursday, December 1 

 Staff—12:30 pm in the Pastor’s Office 

 Deacons—7 pm in Library 

Friday, December 2 

 Cookie packing and pick up in Fellowship Hall 

Monday, December 5 

 Personnel— 7 pm, Classroom 

Tuesday, December 6 

 Dorcas—12 pm in the library 

Thursday, December 8 - 

 Christian Education—7 pm, classroom 

 Trustees—7 pm in the library  

Saturday, December 10 

 Men’s Fellowship Breakfast—9 am at Peppermint’s 

Monday, December 12 

 Bookworms—7 pm via ZOOM  

Wednesday, December 14  

 Outreach  - 7 pm via ZOOM   

Friday, December 16  

 January Newsletter Deadline 

Sunday, December 18 

 Pageant Sunday 

Wednesday, December 21 

 Council—7 pm in Fellowship Hall/ZOOM 

Saturday, December 24 

 Christmas Eve Service—7 pm in the Sanctuary 

Sunday, December 25  

 Lessons in Carols Service—10:30am  

Fridays, December 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

 Knitting4Peace—10am in the Library 

Sundays, December 4, 11, 18, 25 

 ZOOM Fellowship Hour  

JANUARY NL  
DEADLINE  

     The deadline for submission in the 

January Newsletter is December 16 

December 16 
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June 2015 

Henrietta United Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 430 
1400 Lehigh Station Rd 
Henrietta, NY  14467 

CONTACT US 
P. O. Box 430 
1400 Lehigh Station Road 
Henrietta, New York 14467-0430 
585.334.0030 
 

Pastor, Martha Koenig Stone  
PastorMartha@henriettaucc.org 
 

Church Administrator, Andrea Folan  
churchadministrator@henriettaucc.org 
 

Current Office Hours  
The Office is open Thursdays 9:30-1:30. 
Pastor Martha have office hours Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 10:30-3:30 
 

www.henriettaucc.org 

http://www.henriettaucc.org/

