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Order of Worship 
10:30 AM                   Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost      October 2, 2022 

   World Communion Sunday 
 

WE GATHER AS THE BODY OF CHRIST 
 

CENTERING MUSIC (in unison) Sami Lindsey, Cantor 

    

God, prepare me to be a Sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true. 
With thanksgiving I’ll be a living Sanctuary for You. (2x) 
 

Adapted from John W. Thompson & Randy Lynn Scruggs 
 

WELCOME!    Eric Falla 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE (one / many)                                                 
    

 May the peace of Christ be with you.    
 And also with you.  
 
  
 

 Please greet one another in the spirit of Christ’s love and peace by sharing messages of 

peace with your pew neighbors or in the comments in our broadcast. 
   

SUNG RESPONSE  “There’s a Spirit of Love in This Place”  
    

There’s a spirit of love in this place, there’s a spirit of love in this place. 
You can’t see it, but it’s there, just as precious as the air. 
There’s a spirit of love in this place. 
O alleluia, sing alleluia! We bless your holy name. 
O alleluia, sing alleluia! There’s a spirit of love in this place 
 

Words and Music by Mark Miller, © 2003.    

 
WE OPEN OUR HEARTS TO GOD’S RENEWING PRESENCE 

 

*+CALL TO WORSHIP (one / many)  Melissa Bauch 
 By Ana & Tod Gobledale, Global Ministries Associates serving in the United Kingdom  

 

One:    We gather today as people of God, a community of Christ’s followers. 
Many:  We gather to share Word and Sacrament, and to discern  
     the ways of faithful service. 
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One:    Where in the world shall we serve our God? 
Many:  At home and school and business place – in this community  
    and throughout every land. 
One:    How in the world shall we serve our God? 
Many: By working toward justice where there is oppression, by offering       

comfort where there is pain, by sharing love where there is hatred. 
One:    Why in the world shall we serve our God? 
Many:  Because the Spirit beckons us, because Jesus calls us  
            to enact our faith.  Let us now worship the one who calls us! 

 

*OPENING HYMN                “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”  
     

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,  
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, your great name we praise.   
   

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
not wanting, not wasting, but ruling in might; 
Your justice like mountains high soaring above, 
your clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.   
   

Your life is life-giving to both great and small 
in all life you’re living, the true life of all; 
We blossom and flourish as leaves and as flowers, 
then wither and perish– but naught dims your powers. 
  
 

So perfect your glory, so brilliant your light, 
your angels adore you, all veiling their sight; 
All praise we now render as your angels do: 
in awe at the splendor of light hiding you. 

 

Text: Walter C. Smith, 1867, alt. Tune: ST. DENIO, adapt. from a Welsh ballad in John Roberts’ Caniadaeth y Cysegr, 1839.  

 
++PRAYER OF RENEWAL  (in unison)  Melissa Bauch 
   

 God of justice and mercy, we come to you this day seeking your 
healing and reconciling love. Help us to be open to your word, your 
presence, your compassion. Clear our hearts of those things which 
block your will… [we pause for silent prayer] …    
   

Keep us focused on your enabling power so that we, having been 
healed, may more fully serve you. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. AMEN. 
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++WORDS OF GOD’S ENDURING LOVE (one / many)   
 

Friends, God’s compassion reaches out to you, to touch your hurt and wounds, 
and to provide healing. Receive God’s blessing, and be assured of God’s 
eternal love, for you and for all. Thanks be to God! 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME Tracy Meyer 
 

WE MEET AT CHRIST’S TABLE 
 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE  Rev. Jack Heister                                                                         
  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                                              
 

UNISON COMMUNION SONG     “As We Gather at Your Table”  
 

As we gather at your table, as we listen to Your Word, 
Helps us know, O God, your presence, let our hearts and minds be stirred. 
Nourish us with sacred story till we claim it as our own; 
Teach us through this holy banquet, how to make Love’s victory known. 

 

 

Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr., (1989); Tune in The Sacred Harp (1844) 

 
SHARING OF BREAD AND CUP 

 

Jesus used the ordinary food of his time to remind his friends of their unity with him 
and their covenant with God. As you partake of this simple food and drink, you are 
invited to remember Christ’s love and forgiveness, to give thanks for his sacrifice, 
and to ponder your part in God’s unfolding world. 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                                       Adapted from Rev. Alydia Smith, United Church of Canada                                       

 

Thank you, O Christ, for this feast of life. We are fed by your love; we  
are strengthened by your life. We are sent forth into this world to live 
into the visions God has laid on our hearts. We are now commissioned 
to feed as we have been fed, to forgive as we have been forgiven, to  
love as we have been loved. Thanks be to God. Amen.  

 
ANTHEM                       “We Share Your Life” by Philip Kern HUCC Choir 
    

After the anthem, children and youth may go to their classes: ages 0-4 in the nursery behind the 
sanctuary, K-5th grade in the elementary classroom, and grades 6-12 in the youth room.   

                          
WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S GOOD NEWS 

 

SCRIPTURE READING               Matt. 16:24-26, I John 4:7-10            Bob Bower 
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MESSAGE               “How to Get to Heaven and Avoid Going to Hell” Rev. Heister 
 

*HYMN                           “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love”   
 

   

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,  
show us how to serve  
the neighbors we have in you. 
 

Knelt at the feet of his friends,  
silently washing their feet, 
Jesu, you acted as servant to them. 
 

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,  
show us how to serve  
the neighbors we have in you. 
 

Neighbors are rich and poor,  
varied in color and race, 
neighbors are near and far away. 
 

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,  
show us how to serve  
the neighbors we have in you. 
 

Loving puts us on our knees,  
showing our faith by our deeds, 
serving the neighbors we have from you. 
 
 

Kneel at the feet of our friends,  
silently washing their feet, 
this is the way we should live with you.  
 

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,  
show us how to serve  
the neighbors we have in you. 

 
Words by Tom Colvin, 1969; rev. 1994; Tune: CHEREPONI, Ghanaian folk song; adapt. Tom Colvin, 1969. 
 Arr. Jane Marshall, 1982. Words ©1969, arr. ©1982 by Hope Publishing Company.  

 
WE DEDICATE OURSELVES TO GOD’S SERVICE 

   
+++INVITATION TO GRATEFUL GIVING      Melissa Bauch 
                                               

SONG OF PRAISE (in unison)                                                               
     

Praise God, who welcomes us with grace, who blesses every time and place, 
whose Christ shows every person’s worth, whose Spirit gives us all new birth!  

         

Text and tune adapted from the Geneva Psalter (1551)   
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+++PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Let us pray together. . .) 
       

Multiplying God, we thank you for these gifts of our money, time, and 
selves, which we cheerfully give to you. Expand and bless every single 
one, in service to you and the work you’ve called us to do. Amen.    

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Melissa Bauch 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)                  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  Eric Falla 
 

*SENDING HYMN        “You Are the Salt for the Earth, O People”     
 

You are salt for the earth, O people:  salt for the reign of God! 
Share the flavor of life, O People: life in the CIty of God! 
Bring forth the the reign of mercy, bring forth the reign of peace; 
Bring forth the reign of justice, bring forth the City of God! 
 

You are a light on the hill, O people: light for the City of God! 
Shine so holy and bright, O people: shine for the CIty of God! 
Bring forth the the reign of mercy, bring forth the reign of peace; 
Bring forth the reign of justice, bring forth the City of God! 
 

You are a seed of the Word, O people, bring forth the reign of God! 
Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice, grown in the City of God! 
Bring forth the the reign of mercy, bring forth the reign of peace; 
Bring forth the reign of justice, bring forth the City of God! 
 

We are a blessed and a pilgrim people: bound for the reign of God! 
Love our journey and love our homeland: love is the City of God! 
Bring for the the reign of mercy, bring forth the reign of peace; 
Bring forth the reign of justice, bring forth the City of God! 
 
Text: Matt. 5:13-15, Parapr. by Mary Haugen, 1986; alt. Tune: BRING FORTH, by Marty Haugen, © by G.I.A. Publications, Inc. 
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+BENEDICTION  (in unison)  A Blessing from Cuba                          Rev. Jack Heister 
By Elena Huegel, Mission Co-worker with the Intercultural Research and Studies Institute, Chiapas, Mexico. Her 

appointment is made possible by gifts to Disciples Mission Fund, Our Church’s Wider Mission, and other special gifts.  
 

May God prosper you. 
May your days be long and your nights serene. 
May your friendships honor you, and your family love you. 
May you eat at your table,  
and may you be gathered into to God’s embrace  
with a smile.  Amen. 

 
POSTLUDE   Robin Bower 

Please remain seated to enjoy the postlude. 

  
WE RETURN TO THE WORLD  

RENEWED AND EMPOWERED BY GOD 
As our worship ends, our service begins. 

 

+ The Call to Worship and Benediction were adapted from “Celebrate: World Communion Sunday Resources,” © Global 

Ministries 2022, found at https://www.globalministries.org/resource/celebrate-2021-world-communion-sunday-resources 
 

++ The Prayer of Renewal and Words of God’s Enduring Love were adapted from 

Worship Connection: July 10, 2022, by Nancy Townley, in MINISTRY MATTERS, found at 

https://www.ministrymatters.com/worship/entry/3994/worship-connection-july-10-2022 
 

+++ The Invitation to Giving and Prayer of Dedication are adapted from Worship Ways: After Pentecost 22C - October 2, by 

The Rev. Phiwa Langeni, found at https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/after-pentecost-22c-october-2/. 
 

All music and/or lyrics reprinted in the Sunday bulletin and performed during live-streamed worship services are done 
with permission, OneLicense #A-605110. 
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