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Order of Worship
10:30 AM

Fifth Sunday of Easter

May 15, 2022

WE GATHER AS THE BODY OF CHRIST
CENTERING MUSIC FOR EASTER AND PENTECOST
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Words and music by Daniel Iverson (1926)

WELCOME!

Pastor Jason

PASSING OF THE PEACE (one / many)

Pastor Jason

May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Please greet one another in the spirit of Christ’s love and peace by sharing
messages of peace with your pew neighbors or in the comments in our broadcast.

SUNG RESPONSE
“There’s a Spirit of Love in This Place”
There’s a spirit of love in this place, there’s a spirit of love in this place.
You can’t see it, but it’s there, just as precious as the air.
There’s a spirit of love in this place.
O alleluia, sing alleluia! We bless your holy name.
O alleluia, sing alleluia! There’s a spirit of love in this place
Words and Music by Mark Miller (2003)

WE OPEN OUR HEARTS TO GOD’S RENEWING PRESENCE
*+CALL TO WORSHIP (one / many)

Pastor Jason

Celebrate our God, from the plains to the mountains!
Celebrate our God, from the waters and hills.
Sing to our God who designed creation.
Fill the air with song to the One who painted the world with love.
Let us praise our God, the author of grace.
Let us worship our God, the composer of joy.
*OPENING HYMN

“Creating God, Your Fingers Trace”

Creating God, your fingers trace the bold designs of furthest space;
Let sun and moon and stars and light and what lies hidden praise your might.
Sustaining God, your hands uphold earth’s mysteries known or yet untold;
Let water’s fragile blend with air, enabling life, proclaim your care.
Redeeming God, your arms embrace all now despised for creed or race;
Let peace, descending like a dove, make known on Earth your healing love.
Indwelling God, your gospel claims one family with a billion names;
Let every life be touched by grace until we praise you face to face.
Words by Jeffrey Rowthorn (1979); Tune: Hancock, by Eugene W. Hancock (1989)

+

UNISON PRAYER OF RENEWAL

Pastor Jason

God of Awe and Harmony, we were given the great commandment to
love one another the way you, the Christ, the Spirit loves us. And yet, the
way we love becomes conditional. What events have distorted our view
of Divine Love? How can we return to a simple but radical way of loving?
Transform our hearts as we work to understand one another, creating an
earth which reflects God’s heaven. Amen.
WORDS OF GOD’S ENDURING LOVE (one / many)

+

Pastor Jason

The Spirit of God heals our hearts, blessing us with grace as the Divine
One works to transform our world into a realm of peace and joy.
Alleluia and amen.
CHILDREN’S TIME
ANTHEM

Pastor Jason
“Prayer for Humanity” by Linda Lamb

HUCC Bell Choir

After the anthem, children and youth may go to their classes: ages 0-4 in the nursery
behind the sanctuary; K-5th grade in the south classroom,
and grades 6-12 in the youth room.
2

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S GOOD NEWS
SCRIPTURE LESSON

Revelation 21: 1-6

MESSAGE

Mark Arend
Stacey Gudonis

“Bring Many Names”

HYMN

Bring many names, beautiful and good,
celebrate in parable and story,
Holiness and glory, living, loving God.
Hail and Hosanna! Bring many names!
Strong Mother God, working night and day,
planning all the wonders of Creation,
Setting each equation, genius at play;
Hail and Hosanna, strong Mother God!
Warm Father God, hugging every child,
feeling all the strains of human living,
Caring and forgiving till we’re reconciled;
Hail and Hosanna, warm Father God!
Old aching God, grey with endless care,
calmly piercing evil’s new disguises,
Glad of good surprises, wiser than despair;
Hail and Hosanna, old aching God!
Young, growing God, eager on the move,
saying no to falsehood and unkindness,
Crying out for justice, giving all you have;
Hail and Hosanna, young, growing God!
Great, living God, never fully known,
joyful darkness far beyond our seeing,
Closer yet than breathing, everlasting home;
Hail and Hosanna, great, living God!
Words and music by Carlton Young, 1989

WE DEDICATE OURSELVES TO GOD’S SERVICE
INVITATION TO GRATEFUL GIVING

Pastor Jason
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SONG OF PRAISE (in unison)
Praise God, who welcomes us with grace, who blesses every time and place,
whose Christ shows every person’s worth, whose Spirit gives us all new birth!
Words and tune adapted from the Geneva Psalter (1551)

+

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Let us pray together. . .)
Loving God, Holy Vessel of Kindness, we glorify you by sharing our gifts
of love with this community. We celebrate your presence by caring for
your creation. May these offerings today nourish a world craving more
love, peace, justice, and hope. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (unison)

Pastor Jason

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING HYMN

Eric Falla
“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious, your great name we praise.
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
Not wanting, not wasting, but ruling in might;
Your justice like mountains high soaring above,
Your clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.
Your life is life-giving to both great and small;
In all life you’re living, the true life of all;
We blossom and flourish as leaves and as flowers,
Then wither and perish but naught dims your powers.
So perfect your glory, so brilliant your light,
Your angels adore you, all veiling their sight;
All praise we now render as your angels do:
In awe at the splendor of light hiding you.
Words by Walter C. Smith (1867); tune: St. Denio, adapted from John Roberts (1839)

4

BENEDICTION

Pastor Jason

POSTLUDE

Robin Bower
Please remain seated for the Postlude.

WE RETURN TO THE WORLD
RENEWED AND EMPOWERED BY GOD’S SPIRIT
As our worship ends, our service begins.
+Portions of today’s worship were adapted from Glorify God: Service Prayers for the Second Sunday of Easter C,
written by the Rev. Michelle L. Torigian, Senior Pastor of St. Paul United Church of Christ, Belleville, Illinois. Copyright
2022 Justice and Local Church Ministries, Faith INFO Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue,
Cleveland, OH 44115-1100. Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or
church education. All publishing rights reserved.
All music and/or lyrics reprinted in the Sunday bulletin and performed during live-streamed worship services are done with
permission, OneLicense #A-605110
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