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From PASTOR JASON 
Transcendence Matters! 

Continued on page 2 

     Nearly 20 years ago, the celebrated author and 

Presbyterian minister Frederick Buechner gave an 

interview called “Easter Hope in a Time of War” to 

PBS correspondent Kim Lawton. I’ve been think-

ing a lot about this in recent weeks, as we’ve been 

moving through Lent and looking forward to the 

day of resurrection.  
 

      Buechner’s words then reflect much of what we hear 

from folks all around us now. He described himself as a 

pessimist about the affairs of the world, but her also       

offered a reminder to us: “But I feel ultimately that beneath 

the level of all the madness and horror is this saving, life-

giving, nourishing, healing, beautiful, mystery is the best 

word for it — that somehow an elusive, holy plan is being 

worked out in the affairs of the earth.” 
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From PASTOR JASON 

     I think that is important for us to 

keep in our minds and our hearts, 

that God is working in the world 

even despite all of this. Not in 

terms of some grand plan, as 

though what we are seeing on the 

news is somehow planned by God 

(be assured, it’s not), but rather in 

the ways we see people we know 

who have heard what God’s Holy 

Spirit has said to them. Covid will 

not have the final word, Putin will 

not have the final word; that         

belongs to God. Easter Sunday is 

many things, and among them is 

our annual reminder of that, of God’s final word: that we, too, rise in the resurrection. 
 

    Toward the end of the interview, the reporter reminded viewers, “On Easter Sunday, in church after 

church, year after year, sorrow gives way to rejoicing as Christians celebrate the idea that death doesn’t 

have the final word. Pageantry, singing, flowers, even new clothes all symbolize the Christian belief that 

Jesus overcame death — and so will all who believe. It’s a victory, Christians say, that transcends time 

and circumstance.” 
 

     That transcendence matters. We may not forget all that happens in our world, but that we still rise up 

above all that is making our lives so challenging and causing such pain around the globe to rejoice in the 

good news of Easter matters. Perhaps even more so than usual. The sounding trumpets of Easter      

morning will not make Covid disappear. Our glorious processions into churches around the globe will not 

send Russian troops home from Ukraine. Even more so than usual, our transcendence matters. The    

Resurrection has come in war and famine, in economic hardship and natural disaster, in times of plague 

and in good times as well. To borrow and play with words from Maya Angelou, on that day of resurrection 

even in the worst of times, and still we rise. With Christ who will rise, and still we rise. 
 

     I won’t say the A-word yet. It’s not time – that comes Easter morning. But I’m getting ready to. We have 

Palm Sunday and Holy Week to come, and it is ours to experience those fully as well to bring ourselves 

the fullest grasp of Easter morning. But make no mistake, it comes. The “it is finished” of Good Friday will 

not be the final word; that will be “He is risen.” Even in this difficult time of war, Jesus Christ is resurrected 

and we remain people of the resurrection.  Amen. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Jason 

Continued from page 1 

Sunday Morning Worship and Two Christmas Eve Celebrations 
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APRIL WORSHIP NOTES 
Sundays at HUCC 

 

April 3, 2022  10:30am 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Pastor Jason preaching 
Lynne Stewart reading scripture 
Lectionary verses: John 12: 1-8; Phillipians 3: 4b - 14; Psalm 126; Isaiah 43: 16-21 

 
April 10, 2022  10:30am 
Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday 
Sixth Sunday of Lent 
Pastor Martha preaching 
Phoenix H reading scripture 
Lectionary verses: Luke 19: 28-40; Psalm 118: 1-2,  
19-29 6-24;  Psalm 23; Acts 4: 5-12 

 
April 14, 2022  7:00pm 
Maundy Thursday 
Pastor Jason preaching 
Lectionary verses: John 13: 1-17, 31b-35; 1 Corinthians 11: 23-26;  
Psalm 116: 1-2, 12-19; Exodus 12: 1-4, 11-14 
 
 

 
April 15, 2022  12:00pm – 3:00pm; 7:00pm – 9:00pm 
Good Friday 
Sanctuary open for silent prayer and reflection 
Lectionary verses: John 18: 1 – 19: 42; Hebrews 10: 16-25;  
Psalm 22; Isaiah 52: 13- 53: 12 

 
 
April 17, 2022  10:30am 
Easter Sunday 
Pastor Jason preaching 
Mel Witmer reading scripture 
Lectionary verses: John 20: 1-18; 1 Corinthians 15: 19-26;  
Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24; Isaiah 65: 17-25 
 

 
April 24, 2022  10:30am 
Second Sunday of Easter 
Holy Humor Sunday 
Pastor Jason preaching 
Cindy Muck reading scripture 
Lectionary verses: John 20: 19-31; Revelation 1: 4-8;  

  Psalm 118: 14-29; Acts 5: 27-32  
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Sunday Morning Worship and Two Christmas Eve Celebrations Focus on Plastic Continues! 

GOING GREEN TASK FORCE UPDATE  

 Happy Earth Month, everyone! Earth Day is April 22.  

Elimination of single-use plastic continues to be a focus this year. In New York State, 

most single-use plastic has been banned. Restaurants are moving away from 

Styrofoam take-out containers; please thank them!  

Several interesting activities are happening in the Rochester area for Earth Day. Here 

are two of them: 

 Climate Solutions Accelerator is hosting a Climate Solutions Summit. On Saturday, 

April 23, you can attend a Virtual Conference from 9 am – 2:30 pm. On        Sun-

day, April 24, a number of Service/Field Trips are scheduled. You must register to 

attend; there is a general admission fee of $45, but if that is a          financial bur-

den, you can just donate what you can afford, or check “scholarship” on the form 

to attend free of charge. If you are interested, please contact Liz Pixley 

(eypixley@gmail.com) and she will forward the agenda and registration information 

to you. The agenda is also available on the table in the Narthex. 

 Interfaith Power & Light has Earth Day resources available focused on the theme: “Sacred Trust: Our 

Children’s Right to a Livable Future.” We will have postcards with a climate pledge for people to sign 

after church in April.  

 Also, this year we have an opportunity to view the film “Youth v Gov,” that follows the landmark law-

suit that 21 youth have filed against the United States government for its role in causing climate 

change and violating their rights to life, liberty and property. Look for further information regarding 

when the film viewing will be scheduled. 

Liz Pixley, for the Going Green Task Force  

Newbury Park Pastries   205 Mushroom Blvd, Rochester, NY 14623 
      

     Thank you to all who have come out in the last two weeks and donated to 

@wckitchen. We’ve raised a total of $900 so far. We aren’t done yet, we have 

one more week to raise more to benefit the refuges of Ukraine.  Cookies are 

$5 cash donation each. Donate $20 or more and you will be entered into a      

drawing for one free savory pie. At the end of the month we will draw a winner 

from each week. Three winners total.  

Sunday Morning Worship and Two Christmas Eve Celebrations Newbury Park Pastries Fundraiser 

SWEET TREATS to HELP UKRAINE 

mailto:eypixley@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100049057788557&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXfIBuXVQcQxLekOjecchNg7ZkZtkiCrDg-64XSHfoPgftmRrVbw8GoBUaofpD-g1gFZFzUxaohS2lGQF7cN95IRUFu2VMgy6CGEaV_rXHSBlMWoF3GPUKunbrEfMD5qwhFps5MMJh9YWVH-fkZIwPP&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
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Target   16.67% 

Total Pledged Income   22.71%      ($45,075/198,440)* 

Mortgage Income   16.85%      ($3,685/21,870 - Needed $26,048) 

Total Income   22.95%    ** 

Total Expenses   17.69% 

Year to Date, Income less Expenses +$12,966    

*Includes donations of $10,180 designated for 2022 pledges made in 2021 

** Included $10,000 moved from Treasurer’s Fund to checking account 

Includes $-0– from Van Wagenen Fund 

Included $844 from Dollar-A-Day (thru 3/13/22)  
 

Treasurer’s Fund with United Church Funds  $16,063 

 

End of February 2022  

TREASURER’S REPORT  
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MONTHLY MISSION APRIL 
UCC Ukraine Relief Fund 

    Gifts made to UCC Ukraine Relief Fund will provide shelter, food, and other 

care to war refugees and internally displaced people. It also will help refugees and 

asylum seekers from African, Middle Eastern and other countries who had sought 

refuge in Ukraine and now are twice displaced, as well as citizens of more than 125 other countries 

living in Ukraine. 

     Uniting in prayer, action, and giving, we stand as a people of faith in love and compassion with 

the people of Ukraine and all who are affected, and with our global partners who are welcoming 

those driven from their homes 

     Have you ever played an instrument? Did you play an instrument 

when you were a kid and wonder if you can still play it? Well, there are 

opportunities for you to play your instrument in church. Many of our 

choir anthems have parts for additional instruments and parts can be 

written for instruments to play along with the hymns during music. So, 

if you'd like to play your instrument, join the choir, cantor, or provide a 

solo (or duet) anthem for the summer, HUCC invites you to share your 

talents.  
 

Contact Suzanne Milliman at musicdirector@henriettaucc.org and we will find a way to make it happen!  

Sunday Morning Worship and Two Christmas Eve Celebrations Help HUCC Make a Joyous Noise! 

CALLING INSTRUMENTALISTS  

NEW THESE DAYS  
In the Narthex 

       Provided by the Board of Deacons, new 

These Days devotional booklets are available for 

anyone to help themselves.   

Sunday Morning Worship and Two Christmas Eve Celebrations 

THANK YOU from OUTREACH  

     Outreach would like to thank the whole Henrietta United Church 

of Christ family for their generous giving to last month’s One Great 

Hour of Sharing.  As usual, HUCC is deeply faithful and dedicated to 

reaching out to support others in need. 

mailto:musicdirector@henriettaucc.org
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     Bookworms will meet at 7:00 p.m. on 

Monday, April 11 at 7 pm via ZOOM.   

     The discussion will focus on “The    

Engineer’s Wife” by Tracy Emerson 

Wood. 

April 11 

BOOKWORMS MEETING 
MAY NL  
DEADLINE  
April 22 

     This is the second in a three-part series about the Van Wagenen Fund, the Jean Losinger bequest 

and HUCC’s Endowment Fund 
 

     Last month we shared about Jean Losinger, her history, her participation in our church family and her 

amazing bequest to HUCC. Now let’s go back in time to learn about the beginning of our Van Wagenen 

Fund. The first thing you should know is that the Van Wagenen’s were never members of HUCC. They 

may have enjoyed a roast beef dinner or attended one of the Rush Henrietta Interfaith League services at 

our church—we don’t really know. But we do know that they were devoted members of North Rush UCC, 

now North Rush Community Church at the corner of Telephone and East River Rd in Rush. 
 

     In 1996, the North Rush UCC closed its doors, and many of its remaining members were welcomed 

into the HUCC church family. In 2000, notice was received that a local woman named Abigail Van 

Wagenen had died and bequeathed money to the North Rush UCC “or another Protestant organization 

that was fulfilling the mission of that church.” Due to the diligent work of Mel Witmer, Cheryl Peacock and 

Pastor Dave Inglis, HUCC received half of that bequest in 2001. We received $236,000, which was set up 

as an endowment named the Van Wagenen Fund. Because of North Rush UCC’s historic commitment to 

youth, HUCC used the earnings to establish a part-time Youth Pastor position. Later, due to the rapid 

growth of our church in the 2000s, especially with children, the position was expanded into a part-time 

Associate Pastor position, Pastor Martha has served in this role since 2006. 
 

     Since that time, HUCC has used the Van Wagenen Fund to help pay for the church renovation to ex-

pand and upgrade our Christian education classrooms, improve our energy efficiency, and reduce operat-

ing expenses, and create a more welcoming facility that is accessible to all. 
 

     In 2016 the HUCC Endowment and Investment Committee were formally enacted and adopted at our 

Congregational meeting. The Van Wagenen Fund was then invested with United Church Funds and is 

tracked as a separate Fund from the HUCC Endowment Fund. It’s unrestricted, meaning that the       

Trustees may use the Van Wagenen Fund for the budget items specific to youth ministry and the           

associate pastor salary. Typically, Trustees have tried to not use Van Wagenen monies, if possible, but if 

needed, limit the annual amount withdrawn to $7,500. The 2021 year-end balance of the Van Wagenen 

Fund was $30,804.71.  
 

     At the Church Council meeting this month, we approved renaming the Van Wagenen Fund as the 

Losinger - Van Wagenen Fund. 50% of the Losinger estate has been invested to replenish the Van 

Wagenen Fund as an unrestricted Fund to further our Christian education mission and youth ministry. 

The new balance for the Losinger-Van Wagenen Fund is $141,041.66 as of 1/31/22. 

Sunday Morning Worship and Two Christmas Eve Celebrations The VanWagenen Fund and How It Has Benefitted Our Church 

SOME HUCC HISTORY  



 

8 

 

APRIL  BIRTHDAYS               
 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

  Phyllis McHargue April 2 

Jenny Lucey  April 3 

Lynne Stewart  April 3 

Sandy Johnson  April 6 

Atraiu Misra  April 9 

Kimberly Tanner  April 9 

Alexa Peterson  April 11 

Chase Ritchie  April 11 

Jody Peterson   April 12 

Patricia Swisher  April 14 

Bob Day   April 20 

Richard Griffith  April 20 

Andrew Tambasco April 22 

Ryan Ulmer  April 22 

Kelsey Tanner  April 23 

Jasmine Reardon April 23 

Karen Wowzynski April 24 

Michael Healy Jr. April 26 

Lemuel Maturan  April 26 

Mark Tanner  April 26 

Azlan Misra  April 30 

Cameron Ritchie  April 30 

 

 

 

Vic & Stacey Gudonis  April 1 

Robin & Mary Bower  April 10 

John & Cara Ventresca April 12 

David & Patty Kehrer  April 14 

Brian & Stephanie Ritchie April 20 
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April  2022 
Calendar 

Calendar & ZOOM Links 

 
Monday, April 4—Christian Education, 7 pm via ZOOM   

Sunday, April 10—Palm Sunday Service, 10:30 am, in-person and live-streamed HERE 

Monday, April 11—Bookworms, 7 pm via ZOOM  

Tuesday, April 12—Trustees, 7 pm   

Thursday, April 14—Maundy Thursday Service, 7 pm in-person and live-streamed HERE   

Friday, April 15—Good Friday—Sanctuary will be open for prayer and meditation, 12-3 pm, 7-9 pm 

Sunday, April 17— Easter Sunday Service, 10:30 am , in-person and live-streamed HERE  

Monday, April 18—Stewardship/Investment, 7 pm via ZOOM  

Wednesday, April 20—Council, 7 pm in-person and via ZOOM  

Friday, April 22—May Newsletter Submission Deadline 

Saturday, April 30—Pork Dinner Take-Out Fundraiser 

Friday, April  1, 8, 15, 22, 29—Knitting for Peace, 10 am, HUCC Library 

Sunday, April 3, 10, 17, 24—Fellowship Hour, after worship   

 

https://www.youtube.com/TheHenriettaUCC
https://www.youtube.com/TheHenriettaUCC
https://www.youtube.com/TheHenriettaUCC
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Church activities may be videotaped or 

photographed for church use. Please 

notify the church office if you have any 

concerns.  Security cameras are also in 

use in the building  

Henrietta United Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 430 
1400 Lehigh Station Rd 
Henrietta, NY  14467 

CONTACT US 
P. O. Box 430 
1400 Lehigh Station Road 
Henrietta, New York 14467-0430 
585.334.0030 
 

Pastor, Jason Boyd 
pastorjason@henriettaucc.org 
Associate Pastor, Martha Koenig Stone  
associatepastor@henriettaucc.org 
 

Church Administrator, Andrea Folan  
churchadministrator@henriettaucc.org 
 

Current Office Hours  
Thursdays 9:30-1 
 

www.henriettaucc.org 

http://www.henriettaucc.org/

