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Order of Worship
10:30 AM

First Sunday After Epiphany
Baptism of Christ Sunday

January 9, 2022

WELCOME TO THE HENRIETTA UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST!
● This month’s mission, funded by pledges to the Board of Christian Outreach is the
Rush Henrietta Area Food Terminal.
● The asterisk * indicates to rise in body or in spirit.

WE GATHER AS THE BODY OF CHRIST
CENTERING MUSIC FOR EPIPHANY (in unison)
Our gathering music will begin in the moments before worship. This will give you the
opportunity for prepare for worship, and to make any adjustments to volume on your
computers or devices as needed.

Here in this place, the new light is streaming;
Now is the darkness vanished away.
See in this space our fears and our dreamings,
Brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in and hold us forever;
Gather us in, and make us your own.
Gather us in, all peoples together,
Fire of love in our flesh and our bone.
Words and music by Marty Haugen (1979); Tune: Gather Us In

WELCOME

Pastor Martha

Whoever you are, wherever you’ve been on life’s journey, you are welcome here!

PASSING OF THE PEACE (one / many)
May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor Jason

Please greet one another in the spirit of Christ’s love and peace by sharing
messages of peace in the comments in our broadcast.

SUNG RESPONSE
“There’s a Spirit of Love in This Place”
There’s a spirit of love in this place, there’s a spirit of love in this place.
You can’t see it, but it’s there, just as precious as the air.
There’s a spirit of love in this place.
O alleluia, sing alleluia! We bless your holy name.
O alleluia, sing alleluia! There’s a spirit of love in this place.
Words and Music by Mark Miller (2003)

WE OPEN OUR HEARTS TO GOD’S RENEWING PRESENCE
*CALL TO WORSHIP+ (one / many)
Pastor Martha
Sisters and brothers, today we recall: Jesus came to the waters of baptism.
In baptism, our Creator claims us and frees us from the power of hatred
and death.
In baptism, we are joined to Christ and drawn together in unity, recalling
“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free
there is no longer male or female, for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.”
In baptism, the Spirit of God anoints us for ministry and makes us signs of divine
love. It is the mark of our participation in the church and of our growth into
Christian faith and discipleship.
Therefore on this day, the whole church, the Body of Christ, remembers
and celebrates.
Let us worship God!
*OPENING HYMN
“God, When I Came into This Life”
Music Bulletin Pg. 7
God, when I came into this life, you called me by my name;
Today I come, commit myself, responding to your claim.
You give me freedom to believe; today I make my choice,
And to the worship of the church I add my learning voice.
In all the tensions of my life, between my faith and doubt,
Let your great Spirit give me hope, sustain me, lead me out.
So help me in my unbelief, and let my life be true:
Feet firmly planted on the earth, my sights set high on you.
Words by Fred Kaan, 1979, Copyright © 1979 by The Hymn Society.
Tune: LAND OF REST, in The Christian Harp, 1832, Harm. Annabel Morris Buchanan, 1938, from The New Century Hymnal, #354.
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PRAYER OF RENEWAL+ (in unison)
Pastor Martha
Holy God of glory and majesty, you have called us by name and given us a
holy task: to love our neighbors as ourselves. We pray in this moment for
the courage and the strength to answer your call. As we open our ears
to hear the story of Jesus’ baptism, open our hearts also, that we may
experience again the renewing power of rebirth in your Spirit. Inspire us in
this time, that we may claim our identity as your beloved children. We pray
in the name of Jesus, our sibling and Savior. Amen.
WORDS OF GOD’S ENDURING LOVE (one / many) from Isaiah 43
Pastor Martha
Thus says the Lord, who created you, O Jacob, who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are
mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you, and through the
rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; For I am the Lord
your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia and Amen.
CHILDREN’S TIME
ANTHEM

Pastor Martha

"Change My Heart, O God" by Eddie Espinosa

Suzanne Milliman

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S GOOD NEWS
SCRIPTURE LESSON
MESSAGE

Luke 3:15-17; 21-22
“The Power of Blessing”

Laura Markwick
Pastor Martha

*HYMN
“O Holy Dove of God Descending”
Music Bulletin Pg. 8
O holy Dove of God descending, you are the love that knows no ending,
All of our shattered dreams you’re mending: Spirit, now live in me.
O holy Wind of God now blowing, you are the seed that God is sowing,
You are the life that starts us growing: Spirit, now live in me.
O holy Rain of God now falling, you make the Word of God enthralling,
You are the inner voice now calling: Spirit, now live in me.
O holy Flame of God now burning, you are the power of Christ returning,
You are the answer to our yearning: Spirit, now live in me.
Words and Music by Bryan Jeffery Leech, 1976, from The New Century Hymnal, #285.
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REMEMBRANCE AND REAFFIRMATION OF OUR BAPTISMS

Pastor Jason

All are invited to have a small vessel of blessing water with them. There will be words
of blessing for those who have been baptized as well as those who have not.

*PRAYER OF RECOMMITMENT+ (in unison)
By your Spirit, Almighty God, grant us love for others, joy in serving
you, peace in disagreement, patience in suffering, kindness toward all
people, goodness in evil times, faithfulness in temptation, gentleness in
the face of opposition, and self-control in all things. Then strengthen us
for ministry in your name. Amen.
WE DEDICATE OURSELVES TO GOD’S SERVICE
INVITATION TO GRATEFUL GIVING

Pastor Martha

*SONG OF PRAISE (in unison)
Praise God, who welcomes us with grace, who blesses every time and place,
whose Christ shows every person’s worth, whose Spirit gives us all new birth!
Tune and text adapted from the Genevan Psalter (1551)

PRAYER OF DEDICATION + (Let us pray together. . .)
God of new beginnings, as we move into this new year, stir in us the feelings
of expectation! Kindle our hearts and minds to see possibilities for our world
and for your kingdom. Help us to believe that the world we have can be better:
more loving, more just, more compassionate, and looking much more like the
world you’ve imagined for us. Lord, help us to give generously this day to
empower that to happen. In the name of Christ, Savior and Redeemer, we
pray. Amen
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)
Pastor Jason
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pastor Jason
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*SENDING HYMN

“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”

Music Bulletin Pg. 9

Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone;
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own;
In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever,
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.
Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me;
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.
Here my Spirit’s power filled you, here with tender comfort stilled you;
Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1983, 1990, alt.; Tune: AR HYD Y NOS, Traditional Welsh melody; from The New Century Hymnal, #82.

BENEDICTION

Pastor Martha

POSTLUDE

Robin Bower
Please remain seated for the Postlude.

WE RETURN TO THE WORLD
RENEWED AND EMPOWERED BY GOD’S SPIRIT
As our worship ends, our service begins.
+Today’s Call to Worship is adapted from “Epiphany 1C-January 9,” in Worship Ways, found on the web at
https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/epiphany-1-c-january-9/

+Today’s Prayer of Renewal is adapted from “Worship Elements: January 9, 2022,” in Ministry Matters, found on the web
at https://www.ministrymatters.com/worship/entry/3492/worship-elements-january-9-2022.

+Today’s Prayer of Dedication is from “Well Pleased,” in Discipleship Ministries found on the web at
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/love-never-ends-being-the-body-of-christ/epiphany-baptism-of-the-lord
All music and/or lyrics reprinted in the Sunday bulletin and performed during live-streamed worship services are done with
permission, OneLicense #A-605110

Please join us immediately after worship for ZOOM Fellowship Time together.
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