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January 2022

from PASTOR JASON
Blessings to you as a New Year unfolds!
A year ago, we were certainly hoping that
the new year would turn out to be nothing like
the old one. I suspect that many of us are in
the same position as 2021 turns into 2022.
Our times have certainly not been to our liking for a while, but
our God stays with us through all of it, holding us close in love,
keeping the covenant with us, always.
As we open 2022 we unfortunately are getting a taste of
what we hoped we had left behind. As much as it pains my
soul at the prospect, I want to commend our Church Council
for their care and love in making the determination that we
must return to live-stream-only worship for January. My heart
indeed hurts at the prospect, but our caring for one another –
even and especially when it is hard – is paramount. Our
Moderator, Joan Barnes, has written an article with more
information which you will find elsewhere in this newsletter.
Continued on page 2

from PASTOR JASON
Continued from page 1

As the new year unfolds, may new hope emerge in us as well. The specter of Covid remains but let us
not only hope, but act on that hope, to bring this particular time to an end. Let us also continue to care for
one another as we have, knowing that each of us is a vessel of God’s love meant to share that love across
the congregation and all Creation.
Our new year will also unfold with a new Music Director, as we welcome Suzanne Milliman to Henrietta
United Church of Christ; we look forward to her sharing the gifts God gave her with us. While it will start
with livestream, Suzanne will jump right in as she cantors worship and even teaches you a new centering
song for Epiphany on January 2. Our new year will also unfold with a re-affirmation of baptism as part of
worship on January 9 (so have your blessing water ready!), Martin Luther King Sunday in the UCC on
January 16, and of course our annual congregational meeting on Zoom January 30.

The new year also finds us still receiving back pledge cards from you for the 2022 budget. As you have
heard from Stewardship as well as Pastor Martha and myself, your financial support of the congregation is
vital. This is even more so this year, as we enter a new year knowing that there will be no more PPP
loans, and that rentals are not going to be a serious source of income.
We are likely to be in an odd dichotomy of having had our best pledging year ever -- at the moment I
originally typed this (before Christmas), pledges were coming in ahead of the pace of last year, when
HUCC had its highest pledging amount in history – and yet, without those other sources, a substantial
shortfall is likely. I am heartened that the average annual pledge so far has also increased from last year
(currently over $2600), but concerned that there are still many from whom we have not received pledges
for 2022. There really is no other way to say this: If you’ve not returned a pledge card for 2022, your
church needs to hear from you with your contribution for the year.
A last note – at the end of the month, I will be going away for a short vacation, leaving after the Congregational Meeting on January 30, and returning the following week. Pastor Martha will be preaching
while I am away on February 7, and I’ll be back shortly thereafter. I wish all of you rest in the new year as
well!
Blessings,
Pastor Jason

PASTOR JASON’s THANKS
Thank you so much!

From the bottom of my heart, I am so grateful to you for
your kindness in giving me a wonderful gift for Christmas. I
so appreciate your thinking of me during this holiday
season.
Blessings,
Pastor Jason

NEW THESE DAYS are AVAILABLE
Devotionals in the Entry Hall

The newest issue of the These Days devotionals have arrived and are available for
pick up on the bench inside the front door. Jason can give access on Tuesdays and
Thursdays to anyone wishing to pick one up. These are provided by the Deacons and
include three months of daily devotions.
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LIVE-STREAM-ONLY SERVICES JANUARY 2022
Council Votes with “abundance of Caution”

As you have seen in the news, Covid cases have been on the rise,
and the positives are the highest they have been since this time last
year. Given this, plus the fact the holidays aren't over yet and the
Omicron variant is gaining ground, Council met Tuesday night to discuss
what we should do to keep people safe and healthy at church. We
discussed such things a reservation system, seating in every other pew,
requiring proof of vaccination, and the wearing of non-cloth masks such
as KN95 or surgical masks. Ultimately, with an abundance of caution and
concern for everyone's well being, we concluded that suspending in person church for the month of
January 2022 was the best option. We will continue to live stream Sunday services per usual. Our church
is not alone in this decision. Other local churches such as the Webster UCC and the Downtown
Presbyterian Church have already announced their intention of suspending in person services for
January.
Small groups and Committees of 15 people or less may continue to meet in church in person. They
must meet in Fellowship Hall and distance appropriately, wear KN95 or surgical grade masks (such as
those we have on the table in the narthex) -- not cloth ones. Vocal and Bell choirs will meet starting in
February since it was concluded there was no good way to distance.
When we meet again, seating will be every other pew. We will be asking that everyone wear
surgical grade masks or KN95 masks, no cloth masks. The church will invest in these masks including
children's sizes, so they will be available to everyone.
So until February, see you on Live-Stream
Joan Barnes, Moderator

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN UPDATE
Call to anyone who hasn’t pledged yet...

Thanks to all who have responded to our stewardship campaign and have submitted pledges for 2022. As
of December 26, 2021 we have received pledges from
73 pledging units. Amounts pledged to date are as follows: $157,360 for local expenses; $19,266 for
benevolence spending; and $18,570 for mortgage expenses. These numbers are very
encouraging, but are not sufficient to cover needed funds to keep Henrietta UCC operating in 2022.
If you have not yet sent in a pledge for 2022, the Stewardship Committee urges you to do so as quickly
as possible so the Trustees can develop a proposed budget for the Annual Meeting on January 30. We
will not likely receive much income from renters in 2022 due to COVID restrictions, so it is especially
important that everyone indicate how much they will be able to contribute toward our church budget.
If you have questions, please reach out to me or another committee member.
Thanks again for your continuing support of HUCC, Elizabeth Pixley, Chair
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SUNDAYS in JANUARY
Sunday Worship
January 2, 2022 10:30am
Second Sunday of Christmas
Three Kings Day/Epiphany Observed
Pastor Jason preaching
Kathleen Serianni reading scripture
Lectionary verses: John 1: 1-18; Ephesians 1: 3-14; Psalm 147: 12-20; Jeremiah 31: 7-14
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January 9, 2022 10:30am
First Sunday after the Epiphany
Baptism of Christ Sunday; Re-affirmation of baptism in worship
Pastor Martha preaching
Laura Markwick reading scripture
Lectionary verses: Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22; Acts 8: 14-17; Psalm 29; Isaiah 43: 1-7

January 16, 2022 10:30am
Second Sunday after the Epiphany
Martin Luther King Sunday in the United Church of Christ
Pastor Jason preaching
Paige Tambasco reading scripture
Lectionary verses: John 2: 1-11; 1 Corinthians 12: 1-11; Psalm 36: 5-10; Isaiah 62: 1-5

January 23, 2022 10:30am
Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Pastor Jason preaching
John Ventresca reading scripture
Lectionary verses: Luke 4: 14-21; 1 Corinthians 12: 12-31a; Psalm 19; Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10

January 30, 2022 10:30am
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Congregational Annual Meeting after worship via ZOOM
Pastor Jason preaching
Jerry Hawk reading scripture
Lectionary verses: Luke 4: 21-30; 1 Corinthians 13: 1-13; Psalm 71: 1-6; Jeremiah 1: 4-10

PUB THEOLOGY
January 26

FEBRUARY NL
DEADLINE

Everyone is welcome
to join the conversation,
fellowship, and laughter at
the monthly Pub Theology
meeting via ZOOM.
. Have your drink of choice (alcoholic or
non—anything will do) in hand, and be
there.

January 24

The deadline for submission in the
February Newsletter is January 24.
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ANNUAL MEETING is COMING SOON
January 30

Can you believe that another year has passed? Our 2021 Annual Meeting will
be Sunday, January 30, beginning after church at 12 pm via ZOOM. The church
council has decided on the theme “Rooted in Love” for this year’s .annual meeting. We will spend some time at the meeting talking about our vision for the coming year and how we can make it happen.

BOOKWORMS MEET

MEN’s BREAKFAST
In Recess for January

January 10

Bookworms will meet via
ZOOM, Monday, January 10
at 7:00 p.m. to discuss the
book "How the Penguins
Saved Veronica” by Hazel
Prior. Linda Traynor will lead
the discussion.

The monthly Men’s Fellowship Breakfast will be “in recess”
for the month of January. We’ll
re-access the situation at the end
of the month and decide then if
we can go back to in-person or if
we wish to switch to ZOOM.

ANNUAL REPORT
Submission Deadline

Boards, Committees and Guilds are asked to please plan on a January 15 deadline
for submission of reports to be included in the printed Annual Report, though
submissions are welcome any time now. We hope to publish the Report the week
before the January 30 meeting.

TREASURER’S REPORT
End of November 2021

Target

91.67%

Total Pledged Income

88.22%

($169,144/191,739)

Mortgage Income

95.69%

($22,080/23,075 Needed $27,773

Total Income

83.13%

Total Expenses

75.07%

*

Year to Date, Income less Expenses
+$5,346
* Includes donations to Dollar-A-Day (as of 12/06/2021)
HUCC Treasurer’s Fund with United Church Funds

+$16,251
$25,748

PPP 1st Draw of $28,500 has been expended. Loan forgiveness has been granted.
PPP 2nd Draw of $28,557 has been expended. Loan forgiveness has been applied for.
NOTES: Pledging has been slowly dropping off. I am closely monitoring our cash balance, and may
need to withdraw monies from the Treasurer’s Fund before year’s end to cover expenses.
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MONTHLY MISSION JANUARY
RHAFT

The January Mission of the Month is the Rush Henrietta Area Food
Terminal (RHAFT). RHAFT delivers emergency food to qualified RushHenrietta School District residents for a specified number of days. RHAFT
(established in 1979) is an all-volunteer organization, a mission of the RushHenrietta Interfaith League and a project of the Henrietta Chamber of Commerce and the RushHenrietta Rotary.
RHAFT relies on donations of food from churches/congregations, schools, businesses,
community groups and individuals. RHAFT is a member of Foodlink’s coalition of emergency food
cupboards.
Donations for RHAFT can be brought to church Sunday morning and Tuesday or Thursday
during Pastor Jason's office hours. Look in a future edition of the Happenings for a list of items
that are most needed.

ANDREA’s THANKS
January 10
Christmas
Generosity

Many thanks to everyone
who left treats, gifts, and
cards for me in the office.

Pastor Jason is in the
office Tuesday/Thursday
10am-3pm. The administrative office is open
Thursdays 9:30-12:30.

Your generosity is always
heart-warming and very much appreciated.
Warms thanks, also, for the monetary gift from
the congregation.
- Andrea

RECYCLING NEWS

What NOT to put in your recycling bin!!!

As you clean up from the holidays, please do not contaminate your
recycling container with items that will not be accepted. Below are
some items you should NOT put in the recycling bin or compost – either recycle them or put them in the
trash.
● Metallic paper

● Cellophane ● Tissue paper

● Ribbons

The best place to get current information on recycling is Ecopark; check it out online at monroecounty.gov/ecopark. Even if you do not drive there to deliver items for recycling, you can get recycling
information about just about anything on their website.
Also, remember that beginning January 1, 2022, most polystyrene containers (“Styrofoam” to most of
us) will be banned in New York State.
Liz Pixley, for the Going Green Task Force
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MEET SUZANNE!

one!

Welcome to our new Music Director

Suzanne Milliman, our new Music Director, holds a BA in Applied
Music from SUNY Fredonia and a BS in Software Development
from SUNY Brockport. She has accompanied for many local school districts, including West Irondequoit
and Pittsford Mendon, and has played piano for McQuaid Jesuit for over 20 years. Suzanne was also the
organist at Grace United Methodist Church for a few years and was involved in the music program at the
Webster United Church of Christ, Congregational, where her husband, Ron, has been the choir director
for 20 years.
In October 2021, Suzanne started working full-time for Monroe 2 BOCES as a financial analyst in the
Exceptional Children department. She does not have a financial background, so the job is challenging.
Prior to working at BOCES, Suzanne worked for Thomson Reuters as a Publishing Coordinator for 14
years, then spent a few months in the security office at Monroe Community Hospital before working as a
Trial Assistant with the Monroe County Public Defender’s Office for a year. Suzanne apparently has
varied interests!
Suzanne has 25-year-old twin daughters who both got married recently. Both Jenna and Bethany own
houses in the Rochester area, so Suzanne is able to see them regularly. In her spare time (ha), Suzanne
enjoys making music, making all sorts of crafts, and playing cards – frequently a variation of canasta.
Please continue to reintroduce yourself to Suzanne regularly until she gets familiar with all of the
members of the congregation. She is excited to begin working with the choirs at HUCC in 2022!

NEW YEAR, NEW MUSIC MAKING
Vocal and Bell Choir Schedules hopefully cam resume in February

As your new Music Director, I am looking forward to meeting all of you
and making music with the choirs. Unfortunately, recent developments,
and the Church Council decision to suspend in-person worship and require specific distancing and masking, makes a January resumption of bell
and voice choir rehearsals impossible. Pandemic changes not withstanding, I hope the following schedule will now begin in February:
 The vocal choir will continue to meet at 9:00am on Sundays in the
sanctuary for rehearsal. Please be prompt because we have a lot to do in
a short amount of time each week.


The bell choir rehearsals will be moving to Tuesday evenings at 7:15.

If anyone has ever considered joining either choir, consider checking us out, even if you’ve never sung
or rung before!
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to me at (585) 216-7299 (cell) or at
suzanne.milliman@gmail.com.
I’m looking forward to continuing the excellent music program at HUCC!
~Suzanne MIlliman
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Access the pre-recorded
event by clicking the HUCC
YouTube Chanel Link HERE
or go to
rhnet.org/MLKCelebration
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Kristin Enos

Jan 1

Marcia Van Arsdall

Jan 2

Patti Zeiner

Jan 2

Haylee Reukauf

Jan 4

Marian Trump

Jan 5

Judy Green

Jan 6

Terrance Healy

Jan 7

Bonnie Reukauf

Jan 11

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

Tucker LaPorta

Jan 12

Fred & Eileen Clark

Lynda Hale

Jan 14

Marilyn Knowles

Jan 14

Laura Markwick

Jan 14

Sarah Vosburgh

Jan 16

Marlene Wenglein

Jan 16

Cindy Muck

Jan 17

Alisa Hathaway

Jan 21

James Healy Jr.

Jan 21

Steve Organek

Jan 27

Cheri Lynne McDonald Jan. 29
Jason Bleiler

Jan 30

Noah Matlack

Jan 31
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Jan 17

January 2021
Calendar & ZOOM Links
January 3—Personnel, 5:30 pm
January 3—Christian Education, 7 pm
January 4—Book Group 2 pm—Fellowship Hall
January 4—Stewardship/Investment, 7 pm
January 5—Trustees, 6 pm—Fellowship Hall
January 6—Staff Meeting, 12:30 pm—Fellowship Hall/ZOOM
January 7—Deacons, 7 pm—Fellowship Hall
January 10—Bookworms, 7 pm
January 11—Book Group 2 pm—Fellowship Hall
January 11—Trustees, 7 pm—Fellowship Hall

January 12—Outreach, 7 pm
January 13 —MLK InterRacial Clergy Event, 7 pm (Click

HERE

for prerecorded video)

January 18—Book Group 2 pm—Fellowship Hall
January 19—Council, 7 pm
January 20—Pub Theology, 7 pm
January 24—January Newsletter Submission Deadline
January 25—Book Group 2 pm—Fellowship Hall
January 31—Annual Meeting, 12 noon
Friday, January 7, 14, 21, 28—Knitting for Peace, 10 am—Fellowship Hall
Sunday, January, 2, 9, 16, 23,—Fellowship Hour, after worship
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Henrietta United Church of Christ
P.O. Box 430
1400 Lehigh Station Rd
Henrietta, NY 14467

June 2015

“Church activities may be videotaped or
photographed for church use. Please
notify the church office if you have any
concerns.”

www.henriettaucc.org

CONTACT US

P. O. Box 430
1400 Lehigh Station Road
Henrietta, New York 14467-0430
585.334.0030

Senior Pastor, Jason Boyd
pastorjason@henriettaucc.org
Associate Pastor, Martha Koenig Stone
associatepastor@henriettaucc.org
Church Administrator, Andrea Folan
churchadministrator@henriettaucc.org
The Church Office is open on Thursdays
from 9:30-12:30
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