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Order of Worship 
10:30 AM                  Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost    September 19, 2021 
 

 WELCOME TO THE HENRIETTA UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST!  

 This month’s missions, funded by pledges to the Board of Christian Outreach is 
No One Left Behind, committed to fixing the Special Immigrant Visa system and 
supporting newly arrived SIV holders and their families. 

 The asterisk * indicates to rise in body or in spirit. 

                                         
WE GATHER AS THE BODY OF CHRIST 

 

CENTERING MUSIC (in unison) 
 

God prepare me to be a Sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true. 
With thanksgiving I’ll be a living Sanctuary for You. (2x) 
 

Adapted from John W. Thompson & Randy Lynn Scruggs 
 

WELCOME!                                                                                          Pastor Jason 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE (one / many)  Pastor Jason                                                   

  

 May the peace of Christ be with you.    
 And also with you.      
 

Please greet one another in the spirit of Christ’s love and peace by sharing 
messages of peace with your pew neighbors or in the comments in our broadcast.  

 

SUNG RESPONSE  “There’s a Spirit of Love in This Place”  
    

There’s a spirit of love in this place, there’s a spirit of love in this place. 
You can’t see it, but it’s there, just as precious as the air. 
There’s a spirit of love in this place. 
O alleluia, sing alleluia! We bless your holy name. 
O alleluia, sing alleluia! There’s a spirit of love in this place.  
There’s a spirit of love in this place, there’s a spirit of love in this place. 
You can’t see it, but it’s there, just as precious as the air. 
There’s a spirit of love in this place. 
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O alleluia, sing alleluia! We bless your holy name. 
O alleluia, sing alleluia! There’s a spirit of love in this place. 
 

Words and Music by Mark Miller (2003) 
 

WE OPEN OUR HEARTS TO GOD’S RENEWING PRESENCE 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (one / many) Pastor Martha  

 

Jesus challenges us in today’s gospel: 
Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all. 
Then Jesus took a little child and put it among them; and taking the child in      
his arms, he said to them: 
Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 
And whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me. 
We are still learning today what Jesus came to teach us two thousand          
years ago.  To change the world we must change the way we love and    
welcome all children! 
May we learn to love all children as if they were our own! 
 

OPENING HYMN                         “Children of God”     
 

Children of God, lift hearts to one another; 
Where pity dwells, the peace of God is there; 
To worship rightly is to love each other, 
Each smile a hymn, each kindly deed a prayer. 
 

For God whom Jesus loved has truly spoken: 
The holier worship which Christ deigns to bless, 
Restores the lost, and binds the spirit broken, 
And feeds the widow and the parentless. 
 

Follow with reverent steps the great example, 
Of Christ whose holy work was doing good; 
So shall the wide earth seem a holy temple, 
Each loving life a psalm of gratitude. 
 

Then shall all shackles fall; the stormy clangor, 
Of wild war music o’er the earth shall cease; 
Love shall tread out the baleful fire of anger, 
And in its ashes plant a tree of peace. 
 

Words by John Greenleaf Whittier (1848); Tune: Welwyn, by Alfred Scott-Gatty (1900) 
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PRAYER OF RENEWAL  (one / many)                                                  Pastor Martha 

  

Dear God, we often have not welcomed the children as Jesus has 
commanded. 
Too many children in our community and world suffer from violence, 
abuse, neglect and poverty. 
We know that if we were to join together to welcome and care, 
to celebrate and honor our children we would save ourselves and our world. 
We need forgiveness. We want to make amends. We want to change. 
We want to learn to welcome all children, for in loving and caring for them, 
We welcome your reign of justice and peace. 
 

WORDS OF GOD’S ENDURING LOVE (one / many)                               Pastor Martha 
 

We give thanks for our savior and teacher Jesus Christ, who was born  
among us as a child needing nurture and care, and grew to reveal your  
power to make all things new. 
We give thanks and rejoice that in Christ we are forgiven and given 
strength to grow in discipleship.  
Thanks be to God! 
Alleluia and amen! 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME                                                                                                    Pastor Martha 
 

ANTHEM                                              “Higher Ground”                                           Choir 
                    Words by Johnson Oatman Jr.,Music/Arr. by Dennis Allen  
                            

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S GOOD NEWS 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON                             Mark 9: 30-37                  Carol Feasel 
     
MESSAGE                                         “Curveball”  Pastor Jason  
 
HYMN                       “Jesus, the Joy of Loving Hearts” (vs 1, 2, 4, 5)              

 

Jesus, the joy of loving hearts, fount of our lives, and light of all: 
From every bliss that earth imparts we turn, unfilled, to hear your call. 
 

Your truth unchanged has ever stood; you plead with all to call on you; 
To those still seeking, you are good; to those who find you, life is new.  
 
For you our restless spirits yearn, wher-e’er our changing lot is cast; 
Glad, when your smile on us you turn, blessed, when by faith we hold you 
fast. 
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O, Jesus, ever with us stay! Make all our moments calm and bright! 
Oh, chase the cloud of sin away! Shed o’er the world your holy light.  
 

Words attributed to Bernard of Clairvaux (1150); Tune: Hesperus, by Henry Baker (1854)  

 
WE DEDICATE OURSELVES TO GOD’S SERVICE 

 
INVITATION TO GRATEFUL GIVING                                                                      Pastor Jason 
  
SONG OF PRAISE (in unison)                                                              Tune: No. 809 
   

Praise God, who welcomes us with grace, who blesses every time and place, 
whose Christ shows every person’s worth, whose Spirit gives us all new birth!   

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Let us pray together. . .) 
    

O God, you who have given us life, you who have made every child a 
holy child, we give you thanks. May our giving this day reflect the 
opening of our hearts and our generosity to you and to your church – for 
the sake of the children who are our future. Amen.  
 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (unison)                             Pastor Jason 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                             Eric Falla 
 

SENDING HYMN          “Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant”  
 

Won’t you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you? 
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, too. 
 

We are pilgrims on a journey, we are travelers on the road; 
We are here to help each other go the mile and bear the load. 
 

I will hold the Christ-light for you in the shadow of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long to hear. 
 

I will weep when you are weeping; when you laugh, I’ll laugh with you. 
I will share your joy and sorrow till we’ve seen this journey through. 
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When we sing to God in heaven we shall find such harmony, 
Born of all we’ve known together of Christ’s love and agony. 
 

Won’t you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you? 
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, too. 
 

Words and music by Richard Gillard (1977) 

 
BENEDICTION                                                                                       Pastor Jason 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                                  Robin Bower 
Please remain seated for the Postlude. 

 
WE RETURN TO THE WORLD  

RENEWED AND EMPOWERED BY GOD’S SPIRIT 
As our worship ends, our service begins. 

 

Portions of today’s worship were adapted from To Change the World, Welcome the Children: Service Prayers for the 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost, written by the Rev. Bonnie Tarwater of San Diego, CA. Copyright 2021 Justice 

and Local Church Ministries, Faith INFO Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, 
OH  44115-1100.  Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or church 

education.  All publishing rights reserved. 
 

All music and/or lyrics reprinted in the Sunday bulletin and performed during live-streamed worship services are done 
with permission, OneLicense #A-605110 

 
 


