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July 2021

From PASTOR JASON
We’re coming back!!!

My heavens did that feel good.
At the June Church Council meeting, the
motion for us to re-gather in-person for
mandatory-masked worship beginning August 1
passed unanimously. So, get ready! I have
missed seeing you so much these past 16
months, which have felt like 16 years. It has been quite a
journey since that horrible second week of March 2020. I
can’t tell you how much joy I felt in getting to announce
this news in church on June 23.
This congregation has been faithful and thoughtful
throughout this pandemic. In our survey last December, it
was clear that what was most valued was being able to
worship in a way that felt like worship, even if only on
YouTube. Overwhelming percentages said they did not
Continued on page 2

From PASTOR JASON
Continued from previous page

want to return to in-person worship if we couldn’t sing, if we had to limit attendance or take reservations,
and implement other restrictions. More than a few of you said that given the circumstances, we were fine
as we were.
We prayed a vaccine would come, and it did. When you got the shot and which shot you got were the
predominant topics of conversation at our Zoom chats in the early part of 2021. And we reached the point,
thankfully, where we could ask the questions that let us know we could return to worship in a way that
would truly be experienced as worship in its fullness and vibrancy. I told you on March 15, 2020, as we
ended our last in-person worship, that we would get through this together. Beloved ones, we got through
this. Together.
But in saying that, let us not be lulled into thinking the pandemic is over; it is not. It is a blessing that
this congregation is as vaccinated as it is. But we know that among unvaccinated persons in this country
and globally, the incidence of Covid is still prevalent and rising in many places. Dr. Rachelle Walensky, the
director of the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), is already warning of a fall surge of the Delta variant of
Covid-19; it is already the dominant strain in the UK.
So let me also share a plea that if you have not yet been vaccinated against Covid-19, please do
not delay. Now is the time. Please ask if you need help obtaining the vaccine. We will help.
So, what happens August 1? It is going to be a joyful day. I fully expect to be
overwhelmed by the celebratory emotions that will be overflowing in this place, and I
cannot wait. Plan on there being some kind of food event after worship too. But, what
really happens? OK, there is still much planning to do. There are things to which we do
not yet have answers but will be spending the next few weeks discerning them. That
said, here are some things you can expect:











Worship will be here in our Sanctuary, and it will also remain on YouTube. Get ready for your oncamera debut! We have learned how our ministry can flourish in new ways, and we’re embracing all of
it. (Just wait for that first snowy, below zero day ……)
We will continue with a cantor, as Joe Green has been doing during the pandemic. Brady Griffin will be
our cantor on our first day back. Thanks, Brady!
The way we’ve used the Happenings email list for much more frequent messaging during our “time
apart” will come to an end. This was never meant as a regular email update mechanism, but the times
necessitated a format for that.
Focusing on health and safety shall continue. Sanitizer will be available throughout the church, and as
you know, properly worn masks will be mandatory. Council and CE have also determined that
vaccination against Covid-19 will be required for any work in the nursery, to specially safeguard the
health of infants.
Sharing communion will return to its pre-pandemic celebration the first Sunday of each month.
The choir can sing in masks. The bell choir can ring in masks. I cannot wait to hear both.
Monitors will be in the Sanctuary. Scott Nevol is hard at work planning for their installation and we look
forward to having them available for use during worship and at other times. Hint: Movie Night in the
Sanctuary!
Continued on the next page...
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And some of the things we do not yet know:






How will communion, offering, passing of the
peace, etc., look when the congregation is both
in-person and online? (That July Deacons meeting
will be quite the affair!) Careful and prayerful
discernment will be taking place to make this work
in its most worshipful way.
What about Fellowship Hour? (It will be outside for a while, weather permitting, but this is Rochester,
after all. Much more to be discerned …..)
Will building renters be coming back soon? (You can expect the Trustees to be discussing this soon.)
For how long will masks be mandatory? (It is far too early to speculate. Kids under 12 are as yet
ineligible for vaccination, and there are other points which cannot be known at present.)

No doubt, there are many more things which will arise. As we have done throughout this time, we will
discern thoughtfully, prayerfully, and carefully. Our faithfulness in doing so has made all of this possible.
Blessings from someone who has missed you so much,
Pastor Jason
PS – please wear your formal pajamas to church on August 1.

TREASURER’S REPORT
End of May 2021

Target

41.67%

Total Pledged Income

42.16%

($80,845/191,739)

Mortgage Income

53.14%

($12,262/23,075 - Needed $27,773)

Total Income

42.41%

Total Expenses

31.43%

Year to Date, Income less Expenses

*

+$19,352

(with approved deficit of -$17,077)

* Includes donations to Dollar-A-Day (as of 06/09/21)
Treasurer’s Fund with United Church Funds

+ $13,161
$25,748

PPP 1st Draw of $28,500 has been expended. Loan forgiveness has been granted.
PPP 2nd Draw of $28,557 has been received and is being expended.
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LANDSCAPE UPDATE: POLLINATOR GARDEN
Adam Hawk’s Eagle Scout Project

Last month’s Newsletter had a nice article about Adam Hawk and his Eagle Scout project to create a
pollinator garden and garden bench for the church. I thought you would like to know how this project is
progressing. Adam and his crew worked for several hours preparing the area around the willow stump for
the garden. Grass, cattails, weeds and debris were removed, soil sifted, bark saved for mulch and the area rototilled. With a little fine tuning the area was ready to plant. This past Saturday Adam and others
planted the area with over 40 plants representing 18 different native flowers. In addition, a bench was built
and fencing put around the entire area. Next to come are a mason bee house and a sign identifying the
area as a native pollinator garden.
If you would like to help with the expenses for this project (plants, bench materials, mason bee house
and fencing) you can drop off a check or cash to the church office (designated for the pollinator garden) or
go to Adam’s GoFundMe page: https//gofundme/12e84439.
Marilyn Buxton

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
The HUCC office will reopen on a limited basis in July. Watch for more details in
Happenings. Emails and phone calls continue being monitored and responded to
by Pastor Jason and Andrea.
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Mission of the Month: JULY
Global Ministries: Palestinian Water Project

Global Ministries:
Water Project of the Department of Service to
Palestinian Refugees
The Department of Service to Palestinian Refugees (DSPR) is a program administered by the
Middle East Council of Churches (MECC). The DSPR reflects the Christian core values in its
witness to foster and advance socio-economic conditions of Palestinians in order to improve living
conditions and realize basic human rights. The DSPR works toward its vision of a Palestinian
society which guarantees pluralism and equal opportunities for all its citizens based on justice,
equality of rights, opportunities, and freedom.
Considering the significance of water for life, Palestinians are enduring a severe water shortage
caused by two factors. One factor is a result of natural causes as the region has been affected by
climate change and the average rainfall has dropped by 30% in the last ten years. The other is a
result of the Israeli occupation practices of controlling water resources.
Palestinians living throughout the occupied Palestinian territories suffer repeated denials of their
right to water and sanitation, and water sources are often diverted to Israeli settlements.
Palestinians are deprived of fair access to water resources, and insufficient water and sanitation
infrastructure development has left communities with minimal amounts of water to meet basic
health and hygiene needs.
The goal of the water project of the Department of Service to Palestinian Refugees (DSPR) is to
support Palestinian communities through providing reliable sources of water for domestic and
agricultural use. The Water Project of the DSPR will assist primarily rural communities, ranging
from two hundred to several thousand villagers, in the Northern West Bank.
Thank you to Pastor Martha for suggesting this mission.

MEN’s BREAKFAST

JULY EVENTS IN-PERSON
Getting Together Outside for...

In Person at Peppermints in July

The
monthly
Men’s
Fellowship
Breakfast
is
meeting AT PEPPERMINTS
this month on Saturday, July
10, at 9 am. All HUCC men
are always welcome and we
look forward to seeing you.



Sunday Fellowship after Worship



Monday Chats at 7pm



Pub Theology—Thursday, July 22, 7 pm

Weather Permitting!!!!

Since there is no sign-up sheet, please email
Bob Day rday1151@gmail.com
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WOMEN’s FELLOWSHIP
Save the date for October Luncheon!

YOU ARE INVITED
to the HUCC Women’s Fellowship luncheon on Saturday, October 2, at 11:30.
The theme will be “You are the Apple of my Eye,” chosen because we all mean so
much to one another.
Come at 11:30 to the HUCC Fellowship Hall for hot and cold drinks and conversation at the punch table.
We plan to eat at 12:00, and then will have a short meeting to reveal Prayer Angels, discuss Christmas
cookie baking/sales, review the Love Basket program and consider names for new officers for 2022. An
idea for a program is being considered; more details to be announced later.

This is a pot-luck buffet luncheon, so please sign up bysending me an e-mail message about what you
plan to bring — hot dish or salad. A dessert featuring apples will be provided. Please let me know by
September 27.
Feel free to invite friends, as well as your female relatives. This would be a lovely mother-daughter, sister
-sister, or niece-aunt event.
Questions: Judy Hawk President Pro Tem, 486-4668 or judith63@webtv.net

JOE GREEN is RETIRING
Celebrating 50 Years of Service through December 2021

Ms. Joan Barnes, Moderator
Jason Boyd, Senior Pastor
Henrietta United Church of Christ
1400 Lehigh Station Rd.
Henrietta, NY 14467
Dear Joan and Pastor Jason,
For the last 50 years it has been my great honor and privilege to have directed the Senior Choir
and Senior Hand bell choir of Henrietta United Church of Christ. I have been truly blessed to have been
given this opportunity to lead these two great choirs for all these years. It has been a wonderful part of
my life and I have worked with many dedicated people throughout my time as the director.
After much thought, prayer and discussion with my family, I want to inform the church leadership
that I feel it is the right time for someone else to lead the music program of our church. I will not be renewing my contract after January, 2022.
By giving our church leadership a considerable amount of lead time, I am hoping that someone
can be found to continue the wonderful music programs of this church.
I want to thank the congregation and our choirs for their trust and support over these many years.
And, I am ready to assist in any way I can to help the new director or directors in this transition.
Respectfully Submitted,
Joseph M. Green, Director
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ASSISTANT FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Volunteer to assist Mike Gass

Council has approved a volunteer position aimed to help the Financial
Secretary when on vacation or ill. The Assistant will work closely with Mike
Gass, our Financial Secretary, to ensure monies are dispersed into the
appropriate accounts and that pledges are recorded.
If interested, please contact Joan Barnes, Moderator or Mike Gass,
Financial Secretary.

JULY WORSHIP
Summer is here

July 4, 2021 10:00am
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Pastor Jason preaching
Eric Falla reading scripture
Dawn Pixley will be the cantor and soloist
Lectionary verses: Mark 6: 1-13; 2 Corinthians 12: 2-10; Psalm 48; 2 Samuel 5: 1-5, 9-10
July 11, 2021 10:00am
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Pastor Jason preaching
Mark Arend reading scripture
Joe Green will be the cantor and soloist
Lectionary verses: Mark 6: 14-29; Ephesians 1: 3-14; Psalm 24; 2 Samuel 6: 1-5, 12b-19
July 18, 2021 10:00am
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Pastor Jason preaching
Kathleen Serianni reading scripture
Andrea Folan will be the cantor and soloist
Lectionary verses: Mark 6: 30-34, 53-56; Ephesians 2: 11-22; Psalm 89: 20-37; 2 Samuel 7: 1-14a
July 25, 2021 10:00am
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Pastor Jason preaching
Sami Lindsey and Phoenix Hoffman reading scripture
Andrea Folan will be the cantor and soloist
Lectionary verses: John 6: 1-21; Ephesians 3: 14-21; Psalm 14; 2 Samuel 11: 1-15
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HUCC OUTREACH MISSION PROJECT CONTINUES
CWS Emergency Cleanup Buckets

Thank you to those of you who have already volunteered to purchase items for
the 10 Cleanup Buckets for Church World Service Disaster Response!
We will continue to collect items until all the buckets are complete. Listed below is
what is still needed.
You can purchase all or part of the total of an item that is listed, but PLEASE
email (tsmeyer15@gmail.com) or call (533-1944) Tracy Meyer to let her know
BEFORE you purchase anything!! Thank you!!
These items are still needed:


1 scrub brush



180 reusable cleaning towels (e.g. Handi Wipes or Easy Wipes)



4 bottles of liquid disinfectant dish soap (16-24 oz.)



10 bottles of household cleaner (12-16 oz.) that can be mixed with water (no spray bottles)



50 dust masks



18 pairs of heavy duty, waterproof dishwashing gloves (latex free, non surgical)



8 pairs of work gloves, cotton with leather or all leather



10 bottles of non-aerosol insect repellent (6 -9 oz.)

All cleaning items must be new!
Thank you for your generosity!

NEW THESE DAYS DEVOTIONALS
Daily
booklets for you
End
ofdevotional
the year celebration

New quarterly issues of These Days devotional booklets are available just
inside the main entrance. Stop by on Tuesday or Thursday between 10 and
3 to pick yours up. These are provided free of charge courtesy of the
Deacons.
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COVID MEMORIAL SERIVCE
Sponsored by GRCC

What: “WE REMEMBER” Memorial Service
When: Sunday, August 1, 2021 from 2:00-3:30 PM
Where: MLK Memorial Park, 353 Court St, 14607
Sponsored By: Greater Rochester Community of Churches
The Greater Rochester Community of
Churches – Faith In Action Network will host
“WE REMEMBER,” a community memorial
service honoring Monroe County residents
who have died from COVID or from other
causes during these pandemic days. The
ceremony will take place at the MLK
Memorial Park in the City of Rochester on
Sunday, August 1, 2021, from 2:00 to 3:30
PM. Family and friends who have lost loved
ones during this time are invited to send the
names of the deceased to Rev. Deborah
Grohman, GRCC Administrative Coordinator, at 585-254-2570 (please spell names) or
email to contact@rocchurches.org by Monday, July 26. The names will be
placed on a memorial scroll and read aloud during the service. Sign Language
Interpreters will be provided.

In Loving Memory

Those attending the service are asked to bring a picture or a memento of
their loved one as well as a chair or blanket for seating. We ask that you
please wear a mask if you are not vaccinated. Free parking will be available on
-street and at nearby city garages.
Greater Rochester Community of Churches – Faith In Action Network (GRCC-FIAN) has
spent the past 100 years promoting compassion and justice for all people.
Learn more at rocchurches.org.

9

YOUR GIFTS MAKE a DIFFERENCE
Support the UCC General Fund

We are moved by the vision that proclaims, "United in Christ’s love, a just
world for all."
With your gifts, you
have impacted the lives of thousands
and, because of you, our witness is
strengthened as we multiply generosity
with our gifts together.
The circle below demonstrates our connectedness. Because of you, financial
resources, prayers, and compassion have been extended to those who needed service around the
world. Together, we have helped to make the world more just, more loving, and more compassionate.
With grateful hearts, we say "Thank you."
General Synod 33 Workshop: Almost 60 Years Later - And Still So White
In 1963, at UCC’s 4th General Synod, the UCC was admonished to act "aggressively and responsibly
for the racial crisis confronting the nation." Since then, we have formed committees, passed resolutions,
created coalitions and curriculum to call our white siblings to do the work of dismantling our shared, internal and external systems of oppression.
At the national setting and among conferences, we have hosted webinars and digital conversations to
further the work begun by Black and Brown leaders in and out of the church. The conversations that
have transpired were vulnerable, truth-speaking catalysts to sector-wide discussions about the urgent
need to change our approach to diversity, equity, and inclusion and served as a call to action for white
leaders.
Now, nearly 60 years after the initial call at General Synod, and while reckoning and uprisings for racial
justice and a pandemic - where do white people in the United Church of Christ find themselves and their
leadership regarding racial justice inside of our churches?
On July 8 at 5 pm ET, at the Synod workshop #ChurchSoWhite, the Philanthropy team from the national setting will moderate a conversation to explore areas of progress, the pain points of the journey,
and what the next decade might look like specifically for white people within the United Church of Christ.
What does this mean for a denomination that identifies as 83% white and who are working to become
anti-racist congregations and give in ways that are representative and inclusive of the communities and
cultures that it serves?
Join the discussion and see the webinar participants at Workshops - July 8th - General Synod 33. You
must be registered for General Synod to participate in workshops.

Continued on the next page...
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General Synod 33 Is a Few Weeks Away
For more information about the impactful workshops, keynote speakers, powerful worship, and music that
will shape this virtual event July 11 – 18th, please visit https://www.generalsynod.org. Registration is open.
We hope to see you there!
Our ministries, local church support, and General Synod are all made possible by your gifts to our
Annual Fund. Thank you for your generosity.
https://www.ucc.org/giving/donate-now/general-donation/
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JULY BIRTHDAYS
Heather Wright
Bailey Hawk
Ceclia Waite
Rich Tambasco
Stephanie Farrington
Buz Rose
Catherine Sentiff
Lilliana Speed
Chris Hogancamp
Lauren Jones
Charlotte Lynn
George Barker
Paul Organek
Marcie Ghysel
Cynthia Richards
Michael Healy Sr.
Shirley Miller
Randy Kenyon
Nichole Enos
Kim Griffin
Marcia Sturm
Rachel Sherman
Jack LaPorta
Justin Hogancamp
Alexa Planishek
Paige Hoover
Diana Bracy
John Sentiff
Bob Van Ostrand
Henry Stone
Brandon Tanner

July 1
July 2
July 2
July 4
July 5
July 5
July 6
July 6
July 7
July 7
July 9
July 11
July 11
July 12
July 13
July 15
July 15
July 16
July 19
July 19
July 19
July 20
July 21
July 22
July 22
July 23
July 24
July 25
July 27
July 30
July 31

JULY ANNIVERSARIES
Ted & Leena Potter
Buz & Pat Rose
Brian & Rachel Sherman
John & Carol Loughner
James & Susan Selvek
Tim & Diane Nesbitt
Dan & Michelle Wright
Ray & Ann Torres
Duane & Ellie Miner
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July 4
July 6
July 9
July 11
July 14
July 18
July 19
July 22
July 28

July 2021
Calendar
Staff - Tuesday, July 6, 12:30 pm: Fellowship Hall
Trustees—Thursday, July 8, 7 pm: Fellowship Hall
Men’s Breakfast—Saturday, July 10, 9 am: Peppermints
Pub Theology—Thursday, July 22, 7 pm: Church Grounds
Knitting4Peace - Friday, July 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30, 10 am: Fellowship Hall
Chat /Check-in - Monday, July 5, 12, 19 and 26, 7 pm: Church Grounds
Fellowship Hour—Sundays, July 4, 11, 19, and 25, 11 am: Church Grounds
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Henrietta United Church of Christ
P.O. Box 430
1400 Lehigh Station Rd
Henrietta, NY 14467

www.henriettaucc.org

CONTACT US

P. O. Box 430
1400 Lehigh Station Road
Henrietta, New York 14467-0430
585.334.0030
Senior Pastor, Jason Boyd
pastorjason@henriettaucc.org

Associate Pastor, Martha Koenig Stone
associatepastor@henriettaucc.org
Church Administrator, Andrea Folan
churchadministrator@henriettaucc.org
Church activities may be videotaped or
photographed for church use. Please
notify the church office if you have any
concerns. Security cameras are also in
use in the building

Current Office Hours:
Closed until further notice. Email and
phone messages are being monitored
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